
  

Residential valuations have been recently sent to many homeowners in Ringgold County. 

Many may wonder how and why the changes were made. According to state law in Iowa 

houses are to be assessed at market value.  

Every sale of real estate has a Declaration of Value (DOV) filed with the County 

Recorder. This DOV lists the consideration given for that property. The assessor studies 

those sales to determine the value trend on property. It should be noted that just as 

different markets have different rates of change, different locations have different 

assessed valuation changes.  

In Ringgold County there are 2 areas with enough sales to have useful data, Sun Valley 

Lake and Mt Ayr. The other towns and rural houses have limited sales and values there 

are more difficult to derive.  

Sun Valley again has much higher rates of increase than the rest of the county. Sun 

Valley has had nearly every lot revalued with most up substantially in the land value and 

many dwelling values are up a lesser amount. It should be noted that even with these 

increases most recent sales at Sun Valley were still more than the new assessed value.  

Every taxpayer is encouraged to go to  sales.ringgoldcounty.us  to see the sales of the last 

few years. This can assist you in determining how your property compares with recent 

sales. If you file a protest the best argument that your value is too high is comparing your 

property to recent sales. The other very good argument is that yours is assessed higher 

than similar properties are assessed. An invalid argument that your assessment is high is 

that the resulting tax liability after levies are set is too high.  Just as assessing is difficult 

in Ringgold county as few properties are close to identical the protesting of values which 

maybe wrong is also difficult. 

The assessor encourages taxpayers to look at their values and first ask themselves what 

my property would sell for today.  One abnormally high or low sale does not make the 

market. If you feel adjustments are warranted the assessor can evaluate values himself 

before April 15 or the Board of Review appeals must be received between April 16 and 

May 5. It is hoped that the information on the web page can assist you.  

  

 


